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Objectives: to describe how physicians move from place to place during their practice
lives and to determine whether those moves are influenced by local supply factors in the
places from which and to which they move.

Regression Results: Community Characteristics of
Departure and Destination Counties

Change in Primary Care Physicians to
Population Ratio, 1995-2001

Odds Ratios
(Bold Face, Italic* indicates Change of Signh Between the From and To
Regression Models, with the Values Significant in Both Models at p=.01)
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Setting and Participants: This study focuses on all active physicians practicing
In the United States between 1981 and 2001.
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Results: In the two ten-year periods 1981-1991 and 1991-2001, approximately 35% of all physicians moved from one county
location to another. Of those who moved, 61% went to counties in another state. Women were more likely to move and physicians
who recently completed medical school or a residency program were also more likely to move. The overall tendency of movers was
to go to places with lower physician-to-population ratios but also to places with higher per capita incomes, smaller total poulations,
and lower proportions of non-white population.
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Conclusions: The flows of physicians into and out of communities is a function of factors other than simple competition based
on numbers of practitioners and population size. The net direction into less competitive areas reflects the relatively strong pull of
other factors including lifestyle opportunities and perceived quality of life.

™ New to Practice

Primary Care

111,205 B Male, Specialists




